
FRENCHTOWN CHARTER TOWNSHIP
SEWAGE DISPOSAL SYSTEMS ORDINANCE

Ord. No. 195;  Date of Adoption: April 2001

An Ordinance providing for the operation and maintenance of all Frenchtown Charter 
Township Sewage Disposal Systems which are part of the Monroe Metropolitan Water Pollution 
Control  System;   Providing  for  connections  to  the  systems  and for  charges,  fees  and rates; 
Providing penalties for violation; And providing for other related matters.

THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF FRENCHTOWN HEREBY ORDAINS:

Section 1.

It is hereby determined to be desirable and necessary, for the public health, safety and 
welfare of the Charter Township of Frenchtown, that all present and future Frenchtown Charter 
Township Sewage Disposal Systems, which are part of the Monroe Metropolitan Water Pollution 
Control  System, be operated by the Monroe Metropolitan Water  Pollution Control  Board as 
"Control  Board"  pursuant  to  all  present  and  future  agreements  authorized  and  executed  by 
Frenchtown Charter Township together with the City of Monroe and the Township of Monroe, 
under the provisions of the Agreements of the parties, as amended.

Section 2.

Whenever  the  words  "the  System"  or  "the  Sewer  System"  are  referred  to  in  this 
Ordinance,  they  shall  be  understood  to  mean  all  present  and  future  Frenchtown  Charter 
Township Sewage Disposal Systems, which are part of the complete Monroe Metropolitan Water 
Pollution Control System including all sewers, pumps, lift stations, treatment facilities, and all 
other  facilities  used  or  useful  in  the  transportation,  collection,  treatment  and/or  disposal  of 
sanitary  sewage  or  domestic,  commercial  or  industrial  wastes,  including  all  appurtenances 
thereto and including all extensions and improvements thereto which may hereafter be acquired. 
Whenever the words "the Township" are referred to in this Ordinance, they shall be understood 
to mean the Charter Township of Frenchtown.

Whenever the word "person" is referred to in this Ordinance, it shall be understood to 
mean  an  individual,  partnership,  cooperative,  association,  private  corporation,  personal 
representative, receiver, trustee, assignee, governmental entity or any other legal entity.

Section 3.

The operation, maintenance, alteration, repair and management of the System shall be 
under the supervision and control of the Monroe Metropolitan Water Pollution Control Board 
"Control  Board",  as amended, subject to the terms of all  present  and future agreements,  the 
Charter Township of Monroe, the City of Monroe, and the Charter Township of Frenchtown. 
Said "Control Board" may employ such person or persons in such capacity or capacities as it 
deems advisable to carry on the efficient management and operation of the System and may 
make  such  rules,  orders  and  regulations  as  it  deems  advisable  and  necessary  to  assure  the 



efficient management and operation of the System; provided, however, that the Township shall 
fix and collect charges for connection and use of the System.

Section 4.           Intent and Purpose of Sewer Connection Charges.      

Frenchtown Charter Township has entered into agreements to provide for the acquisition and 
construction of the System and is responsible for the maintenance, operation and improvement of the 
System, as it exists within the Township boundaries. Frenchtown Charter Township commissioned a 
Sanitary Sewer Study of its System, which was completed in October of 2002 (“Sewer Study”). Based 
on the Township’s responsibility and obligations as to the maintenance, operation and improvement of 
the sewer System and the recommendations in the Sewer Study, the Township has determined to 
make  certain  improvements  to  the  Sewer  System that  are  deemed necessary  for  the  continued 
operation of the System including but not limited to, the installation of trunk sewer lines, pumping or 
lift  stations  and improvement  of  the treatment  facilities.   In  order  to  provide  for  the continued 
operation, maintenance and continued improvements to the System and the actual cost of providing 
the continued services, and as is necessary to meet its obligations as set forth in agreements with the 
City of Monroe, certain voluntary charges, user fees and rates have been established by the Township 
for  connection to  and use of the System.  The sewer connection charge is  determined to  be a 
reasonable  fee  based  on  the  fair  share  of  the  cost  to  “buy  in”  to  the  System  based  on  the 
recommendations and opinions of the Township’s engineer and financial consultants.  Any user fees 
or connection charges shall be utilized for the purposes set forth herein and shall be maintained in a 
sewer account.

Amended August 26, 2003, by Sewage Disposal Systems Ordinance Amendment No. 195-1.

Section 4a.  Sewer Use Charges.

Sewer use charges shall be rates charged by the City of Monroe and approved by The 
Monroe Metropolitan Water Pollution Control Board.

Section 4b.     Sewer Connection Charges.

A sewer connection charge shall be charged to each premises to which a sewer system is 
available as follows:

(1) There shall be and is hereby established a sewer connection charge of $2,500.00 to be 
paid in cash per each single family residential equivalent unit or premises for each 
direct connection made to the Sewer System. 

(2) For each premises other than single family residential, the sewer connection charge 
shall be the same as for single family residential multiplied by a factor representing a 
ratio of sewer use of such class of premises to normal single family residential sewage 
use.  The Frenchtown Charter Township Board shall adopt, and may revise from time 
to time, a schedule of such single-family residential equivalents or ratios.  The initial 
schedule effective immediately is appended hereto as Schedule B.  Alterations to or 
amendments shall be reflected by amended or substituted schedules.



Amended August 26, 2003, by Sewage Disposal Systems Ordinance Amendment No. 195-1.

Section 5.

The Sewer System shall be deemed to be available to any premises if it is located in a 
right-of-way, easement, highway, street, or public way which crosses, adjoins or abuts upon said 
premises and which right-of-way, easement, highway, street or public way passes not more than 
two hundred (200) feet at the nearest point from a structure on such premises in which sanitary 
sewage originates.  "Structure in which sanitary sewage originates" means a building in which 
toilet, kitchen, laundry, bathing or other facilities which generate water carried sanitary sewage, 
are used or are available for use for household, commercial, industrial or other purposes.

Section 6.     Penalty For Late Connection.

A penalty of $500.00 shall be paid in cash forthwith, whenever the owner of premises to 
which the sewer system is available and upon which is situated a building or structure in which 
water is used or is available for use, or his agent, does not make application for a permit to 
connect to the sewers of the system and pay the Charter Township the sewer connection charge 
(or first installment thereof if applicable) within the time limit specified herein.  The payment of 
such penalty shall not relieve any person from fully complying with the requirements of this 
Ordinance or from any other penalties prescribed herein.

Section 7.

Except as otherwise permitted by law, for reasons of public health, all premises in the 
Township  upon which  there  exists,  presently  or  at  any  time  hereafter,  a  structure  in  which 
sanitary sewage originates shall be connected to the Sewer System if and whenever such system 
is  available  to  such  premises.   The  owner  of  such  premises  shall  be  responsible  for  such 
connection to the Sewer System and for compliance with the terms of this Ordinance and any 
and all laws and regulations applicable hereto.

Frenchtown Charter  Township shall  publish a  notice  of  the availability  of  the  public 
sanitary sewer system in a newspaper of general circulation in the Township.  Frenchtown shall 
also give written notice of availability to owners of property where there exists a structure on the 
date  of  availability  of  sewers,  either  by  first  class  mail  to  said  owner  or  by  posting  in  a 
conspicuous place on the premises.  Said notice of availability shall require connection to the 
Sewer System and, if mailed, shall be sent to the owner of such premises according to the latest 
tax assessment roll of the Township.  Connection to the sewer system shall be made not later 
than 90 days after said mailing or posting of notice, or 180 days after publication of notice of 
availability, whichever shall occur later.

Section 8.

After the expiration of the period provided in Section 7, it shall be unlawful for the owner 
or occupant of such premises to maintain or use a septic tank, cesspool, or any other private 
means of disposal of sanitary sewage.  Every such owner or occupant shall disconnect from such 



existing  septic  tank  or  cesspool,  and  comply  with  all  Monroe  County  Health  Department 
requirements.

Section 9.

The rates  and charges  hereby fixed are  estimated to  be  sufficient  to  provide  for  the 
payment of the expenses of administration and operation, to provide for expansion and such 
expenses for maintenance of the said System as are necessary to preserve the same in good repair 
and working order, to provide for the payment of the contractual obligations of the Township 
pursuant to the aforesaid present and future agreements between said City of Monroe, Monroe 
Charter Township and Township of Frenchtown as the same become due, including construction 
costs, and to provide for such other expenditures and funds for said System as this Ordinance 
may require.  Such rates and charges shall be fixed and revised from time to time as may be 
necessary to produce these amounts.

Section 10.

The foregoing Sewer Use and Connection Charges, including penalties shall be a lien 
upon such premises, and on September 1st of each year, the person or agency charged with the 
collection of such charges shall certify to the Township Assessor any charges which have been 
delinquent for six (6) months or more, and the Assessor shall enter the same upon the next tax 
roll against such 
premises.   Said charges  and penalties  shall  be  collected and said lien enforced in  the same 
manner as provided in respect to Township taxes assessed on such roll.  Upon the written request 
of the owner of any premises, the Township will bill Sewer Connection Charges to a tenant; 
however, this shall not have the effect of releasing the lien thereof.

Section 11.

All fees and charges collected pursuant to this Ordinance shall be kept and maintained in 
one of the depositories of this Township in a separate fund known as Sewer and Treatment Plant 
Fund and the same shall be used for the purposes noted in Section 9 hereof.  Monies in such fund 
may be invested by the Township.  Income received from such investments shall be credited to 
the Sewer and Treatment Plant Fund.  The securities representing such investments shall be kept 
on deposit in any of the Township's depositories.

Section 12.

No person, corporation, firm or entity of any nature whatever shall connect to any sewer 
line or any other part of the System until a permit for said connection has been issued by the 
Township and until there has been paid to the Township all fees and charges provided in this 
Ordinance to be paid with respect to said connection, and until all provisions of this Ordinance 
and any and all applicable Ordinances, laws or regulations have been complied with.

Section 13.



Any person or persons, firm or corporation who shall violate any of the provisions of this 
Ordinance shall, upon conviction thereof before a court of competent jurisdiction, be guilty of a 
misdemeanor  and subject  to  a  fine  of  not  more than  Five  Hundred  Dollars  ($500.00)  or  to 
imprisonment in the County Jail for a period not to exceed ninety (90) days, or to both such fine 
and imprisonment plus restitution to the Township for the costs of prosecution and enforcement. 
Each  day  such  violation  continues  shall  be  deemed  a  separate  offense.   The  imposition  of 
sentence shall not exempt the offender from compliance with the requirements of this Ordinance.

Section 14.

If any section, paragraph, clause or provision of this Ordinance shall be held invalid, the 
invalidity  of  such  section,  paragraph,  clause  or  provision  shall  not  affect  any  of  the  other 
provisions of this Ordinance.  Frenchtown Charter Township Board hereby declares that it would 
have passed this Ordinance, and each section, subsection, phrase, sentence and clause thereof, 
irrespective of the fact that any one or more sections, subsections, phrases, sentences or clauses 
be held invalid.

Section 15.

Frenchtown Township Ordinance No. 133, and all amendments thereto, is, on effective 
date of this Ordinance, hereby repealed.  Any and all other Ordinances inconsistent with the 
terms of this Ordinance, to the extent of any such inconsistency, and all amendments thereto, are, 
on the effective date of this Ordinance, hereby repealed.  The repeal of the above Ordinances and 
their amendments does not affect or impair any act done, offense committed, or right accruing, or 
accrued or acquired,  or liability,  penalty,  forfeiture or punishment  incurred prior to the time 
enforced, prosecuted or inflicted.  

Section 16.

This Ordinance shall become effective after final passage and publication in the Monroe 
Evening News, a newspaper having general circulation in the Frenchtown Charter Township, 
Monroe County, Michigan. FCT.ordinance.195

SCHEDULE B EQUIVALENT PER UNIT 
TO FRENCHTOWN CHARTER TOWNSHIP 

SEWAGE DISPOSAL SYSTEMS ORDINANCE NO. 195
Adopted April 2001

Amended July 8, 2008

Schedule of Unit Factors per R.E. Equivalent

Single Family Residence................................................................................ 1.00/per unit
Apartments..................................................................................................... 1.00/per unit
Auto Body Shop............................................................................................. 1.00/per unit
Auto Car Wash



Production Line.................................................................................. 10.00
P.L. w/recycling.................................................................................   3.00
Self Service........................................................................................  1.00 per bay

Auto Dealer.................................................................................. 1.00 + Schedule B-1
New.................................................................................. 1.00 + Schedule B-1
Used................................................................................. 1.00 + Schedule B-1

Bank............................................................................................. 1.00 + Schedule B-1
Barber Shop.................................................................................  1.00 + .25/per chair over three
Bars & Taverns............................................................................ 1.00 + Schedule B-1
Beauty Shop................................................................................. 1.00 + .25/per booth over three
Boat & Marine Shop.................................................................... 1.00 + Schedule B-1
Bowling Alley.............................................................................. 1.00 +  .10 per lane
Campground, Seasonal Travel Trailer Park.................................      .30 per site + Schedule B-1
Church.......................................................................................... 1.00 + Schedule B-1 
Clinics, Doctor and Dentist Office...............................................            1.00 + Schedule B-1 
Club House/Community Center................................................... 1.00 + Schedule B-1
Confectionery/Fountain Service.................................................. 1.00 + Schedule B-1
Convalescent Home & Hospitals................................................. 1.00 +   .50 per bed
Country Club................................................................................ 1.00 + Schedule B-1
Day Care Center........................................................................... 1.00 + Schedule B-1
Factories

w/o Ind. waste.................................................................. 1.00 + Schedule B-1
w/   Ind. waste..................................................................  Schedule B-2

Fraternal Organizations................................................................ 1.00 + Schedule B-1
Funeral Homes............................................................................. 2.00
General Office/Comm. Shops...................................................... 1.00 + Schedule B-1
Hotels & Motels........................................................................... 1.00 +   .25 per unit

+ Schedule B-1
Laundromat..................................................................................      .50/per washing machine
Library.......................................................................................... 1.00 + Schedule B-1
Meat Market

w/o Slaughter................................................................... 1.00
w/   Slaughter................................................................... 2.00

Mobile Homes.............................................................................. 1.00 per Mobile Home
Multi-Family Residence............................................................... 1.00 per unit
Public Utilities............................................................................. 1.00 + Schedule B-1
Restaurants................................................................................... 1.00 + Schedule B-1
School.......................................................................................... 1.00 per classroom + Schedule B
Service Station

w/o Car wash.................................................................... 1.00
w/   Car wash.................................................................... 2.00

Snack Bar Drive-In......................................................................        .10 per outside service station
Theatre......................................................................................... 1.00 + .01 per seat

Drive-In............................................................................   .04 per car space
Veterinarian

w/o Board......................................................................... 1.00
w/  Board.......................................................................... 2.00



Warehouse.................................................................................... 1.00 + Schedule B-1

Schedule B-1

Factors to be added to those and Schedule B as they apply.

.50...................................................................Per Kitchen

.10...................................................................For Restrooms (per water closet)

.10...................................................................Showers (per head)

.50...................................................................Dishwasher

.50...................................................................Swimming Pool

.10...................................................................Sink

.10...................................................................Other

Schedule B-2

For water dependent industrial processes; amount of water usage shall be estimated at time of application 
for tap in. Fees shall be placed in escrow, to be adjusted after twelve (12) months of normal usage.

Industrial Waste Rates over 1,000 Gal. per day usage.

First 1,000 Gal. per day.................................. 3.34 R.E.’s
Next 11,250 Gal. per day...............................   .28 R.E.’s per 100
Over 12,500 Gal. per day...............................   .24 R.E.’s per 100
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