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INTRODUCTION

What this plan contains

The Frenchtown Township Recreation Plan begins with a brief overview of
the plan and its purpose as well as a description of the planning process
which was used to develop the plan. The plan then presents a Community
Description, providing information on both the physical and social charact e-
ristics of the community . This section is followed by a brief outline of the | o-
cal park systembés Administrative Structur e,
staffing, and organization. The plan then provides a detailed Recreation | n-
ventory, which describes the existing recreational resources of Frenchtown
Township, as well as in Monroe County and the southeast Michigan region.
The Public Input Process section presents the results of a community survey
as well as input from the two public hearings held as part of the plan a p-
proval process. The Goals and Objectives section presents the justification

and other documentation identifying the <cor
over the five-year planning cycle. The Action Program then presents the
pl ands objectives awmenmeasdhéduleaasd saategiesfor t a | i mpr C

implementation. Finally, the Plan Adoption section includes resolutions d o-
cumenti ng t he plands adoption by the Township
the Township Board.

Purpose of Plan

Recreation and open space are important to the residents of Frenchtown

Township and the Townshipds Recreation Comn
the Frenchtown Recreation Commission was formed, concerted efforts have

been made to assure that the recreational needs of the community are being

met. The Frenchtown Recreation and Open Space Plan has been developed

to provide a guide for meeting these needs.

The first recreation plan for Frenchtown was prepared in 1971 and included
both long range and short range goals, many of which were accomplished in
the following years. Updated plans were prepared in 1976, 1981, 1985,
1990, 1995, 2000 and 2006.

This 2011 Plan Update contains a community description, an inventory of
existing facilities, a needs assessment, goals and objectives, and strategies for
imple mentation. It is hoped that this document will serve as a guide to hel p-
ing the community achieve its recreation and open space goals over the five-
year planning period.



Planning Process

The Frenchtown Township Recreation Plan was developed with input from
Township officials, the members and employees of the Frenchtown
Recreation Commission, and the residents of the Frenchtown Township. The
Monroe County Planning Department provided technical support and assi s-
tance and prepared the plan as part of its Partners-in-Planning program. The
Frenchtown Senior Citizens Center and the Jefferson School District are
represented at Recreation Commission meetings. All meetings of the Boards
and Commissions were open to the public and public input was encouraged

during all phases of the planning process. The following table shows who

was involved during various phases
Public Recreation
Input Inventory & Goal Action Public Plan
Meeting Community Formulation | Program | Hearing | Adoption
Description
Frenchtown Twp.
Officials V \V/ \V/
Frenchtown Rec.
Commission Vv Vv V Vv Vv Vv
General Public
\% \%
County Planning
Department Staff \/ VvV \Y

of

t

he



COMMUNITY DESCRIPTION

Frenchtown Charter Township is a large and diverse community with unique
recreational needs. This plan has been developed to serve the entire Fren-
chtown community, although it is recognized that people from outside of
Frenchtown Township use our recreational facilities and services, just as
Frenchtown residents use other community, regional, and state parks. Wit h-
in the borders of the Township are parts of three school districts (Monroe,
Airport, and Jefferson), two Monroe County par ks, and one state park. How-
ever, as the Township has no control or authority to plan for these facilities,
this plan is intended to guide the growth and development of only the rec r-
eational opportunities which fall under the jurisdiction of Frenchtown Cha r-
ter Township.

Regional Setting

Frenchtown Charter Township is located in eastern Monroe County on the
shores of Lake Erie. Bordered on the south by the City of Monroe, on the
west by Raisinville Township, and on the north by Berlin and Ash Tow n-
ships, Frenchtown is a growing community with ever increasing demand for
recreational services.

The location of Frenchtown Township provides its residents with the adva n-
tages of living in a rural environment within easy access of major metropol i-
tan areas. Within a 30minute drive of Frenchtown are the City of Monroe,

the downriver communities of Wayne County, the Huron River, and the c i-
ties of Detroit and Toledo, as well as the Detroit Metropolitan Airport. Easy
access to major transportation corridors (US-24, 1-75, 1-275) gives area re$
dents a variety of choices in terms of employment, shopping and recreation.

Regional Setting

WASHTENAW, CO. WAYNE CO.

LENAWEE CO.
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Population & Housing Characteristics

According to the most recent (2000) Census, the population of Frenchtown

Township was 20,777. This represents a sizeable increased 14% o from the

1990 Census population of 18,210. The number of households increased at

an even higher rate (18%) from 6,539 in 1980 to 7,733 in 1990. The most

recent Southeast Michigan Council of Governments (SEMCOG) estimates,

from July 2010, gives a population for Frenchtown of 19,595, with a total of

8,336 households. The following tables present information about the pop u-

lation and housing characteristics of Frenchtown Township. This data is

from the US Census Bureauds American Commu
the average population characteristics for the years 203%-2009.



Frenchtown Township

Population Characteristics d American Community Survey d 2005-2009

Demographic Characteristics

Estimate Margin of Error Percent Margin of Error
() (+/-)
SEX AND AGE
Total population 19,460 1,080 19,460 (X)
Male 9,800 801 50.4% 25
Female 9,660 651 49.6% 25
Under 5 years 1,001 262 5.1% 1.3
5to 9 years 1,119 293 5.8% 15
10 to 14 years 1,141 293 5.9% 1.4
15 to 19 years 1,559 478 8.0% 2.2
20 to 24 years 1,219 325 6.3% 1.6
25to 34 years 2,636 483 13.5% 2.4
35 to 44 years 2,701 404 13.9% 2
45 to 54 years 3,082 418 15.8% 2
55 to 59 years 1,416 305 7.3% 1.6
60 to 64 years 1,220 293 6.3% 1.6
65 to 74 years 1,203 250 6.2% 1.3
75 to 84 years 910 219 4.7% 11
85 years and over 253 150 1.3% 0.8
Median age (years) 38.7 3 X) X)
18 years and over 15,189 746 78.1% 2.4
21 years and over 14,434 676 74.2% 2.7
62 years and over 3,161 390 16.2% 2
65 years and over 2,366 284 12.2% 14
18 years and over 15,189 746 15,189 )
Male 7,686 512 50.6% 2
Female 7,503 457 49.4% 2
65 years and over 2,366 284 2,366 (X)
Male 981 155 41.5% 5
Female 1,385 218 58.5% 5
RACE
Total population 19,460 1,080 19,460 (X)
One race 18,805 1,096 96.6% 1.6
White 18,150 1,024 93.3% 21
Black or African American 472 258 2.4% 13
Amer. Indian& Alaska Native 167 147 0.9% 0.8
Asian 0 136 0.0% 0.2
Nat.Hawaiian& Pacific Islander 0 136 0.0% 0.2
Some other race 16 28 0.1% 0.1
Two or more races 655 309 3.4% 1.6
HISPANIC OR LATINO
Hispanic or Latino (of any race) 786 344 4.0% 1.7



Social Characteristics

. Margin of Margin of
Estimate Errorg(+/ ) Percent Error%/ )
HOUSEHOLDS BY TYPE
Total households 7,751 371 7,751 X)
Family households (families) 5,284 326 68.2% 4.2
With own children under 18 years 2,388 274 30.8% 3.6
Married-couple family 4,107 359 53.0% 4.7
With own children under 18 years 1,517 251 19.6% 3.3
Male householder, no wife present, family 358 179 4.6% 2.3
With own children under 18 years 246 171 3.2% 2.2
Female householder, no husband present, family 819 248 10.6% 3.2
With own children under 18 years 625 238 8.1% 3.1
Nonfamily households 2,467 384 31.8% 4.2
Householder living alone 1,930 354 24.9% 4.1
65 years and over 689 164 8.9% 2.2
Households with one or more people under 18 years 2,496 277 32.2% 3.6
Households with one or more people §gars and over 1,641 182 21.2% 25
Average household size 2.46 0.11 X) (X)
Average family size 2.97 0.15 X) (X)
RELATIONSHIP
Population in households 19,040 949 19,040 X)
Householder 7,751 371 40.7% 1.9
Spouse 4,054 339 21.3% 1.8
Child 5,714 640 30.0% 24
Other relatives 662 252 3.5% 1.3
Nonrelatives 859 298 4.5% 15
Unmarried partner 393 165 2.1% 0.9
SCHOOL ENROLLMENT
Population 3 years and over enrolled in school 4,625 815 4,625 X)
Nursery school, preschool 279 106 6.0% 2.2
Kindergarten 174 99 3.8% 2.2
Elementary school (grades3) 1,701 374 36.8% 7.2
High school (grades 82) 1,346 388 29.1% 5.7
College or graduate school 1,125 419 24.3% 7
EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT
Population 25 years and over 13,421 649 13,421 X)
Less than 9th grade 446 183 3.3% 1.3
9th to 12th grade, no diploma 1,618 385 12.1% 2.7
High school graduate (includes equivalency) 6,073 618 45.2% 4
Some college, no degree 3,163 466 23.6% 3.4
Associate's degree 765 213 5.7% 1.6
Bachelor's degree 895 278 6.7% 2.1
Graduate or professional degree 461 216 3.4% 1.6
Percent high school graduate or higher 84.6% (X) )
Percent bachelor's degree or higher 10.1% 2.8 (X) )
VETERAN STATUS
Civilian population 18 years and over 15,189 746 15,189 X)
Civilian veterans 1,579 312 10.4% 2




- P Margin of Margin of
Economic Characteristics Estimate gI]Error Percent ?Error
() ()
EMPLOYMENT STATUS
Population 16 years and over 15,962 919 15,962 (X)
In labor force 10,329 790 64.7% 35
Civilian labor force 10,329 790 64.7% 35
Employed 9,123 774 57.2% 4.1
Unemployed 1,206 410 7.6% 25
Armed Forces 0 136 0.0% 0.3
Not in labor force 5,633 661 35.3% 35
Civilian labor force 10,329 790 10,329 (X)
PercentUnemployed 11.7% 3.8 X) X)
Females 16 years and over 7,863 509 7,863 (X)
In labor force 4,766 473 60.6% 4.8
Civilian labor force 4,766 473 60.6% 4.8
Employed 4,142 492 52.7% 55
COMMUTING TO WORK
Workers 16 years and over 8,977 789 8,977 (X)
Car, truck, or van- drove alone 7,756 658 86.4% 35
Car, truck, or van- carpooled 828 280 9.2% 2.9
Public transportation (excluding taxicab) 20 34 0.2% 0.4
Walked 124 111 1.4% 1.2
Other means 75 111 0.8% 12
Worked at home 174 132 1.9% 14
Mean travel time to work (minutes) 234 1.9 X) X)
OCCUPATION
Civilian employed population 16 years and over 9,123 774 9,123 (X)
Management, professional, and related occupations 2,111 432 23.1% 4.4
Service occupations 1,483 371 16.3% 3.8
Sales and office occupations 2,134 421 23.4% 3.9
Farming, fishing, and forestry occupations 8 17 0.1% 0.2
Construction, extraction, maintenance and repair occupations 1,401 420 15.4% 4.5
Production, transportation, and material movawgupations 1,986 402 21.8% 3.9
INDUSTRY
Civilian employed population 16 years and over 9,123 774 9,123 (X)
Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting, and mining 8 17 0.1% 0.2
Construction 602 250 6.6% 2.7
Manufacturing 2,348 452 25.7% 4.6
Wholesale trade 207 146 2.3% 1.6
Retail trade 1,233 356 13.5% 3.7
Transportation and warehousing, and utilities 626 219 6.9% 2.3
Information 162 103 1.8% 11
Finance and insurance, and real estate and rental and leasin 428 168 4.7% 1.9
Professionakcientific, and management, and administrative g
waste management services 511 229 5.6% 2.3
Educational services, and health care and social assistance 1,897 406 20.8% 4
Arts, entertainment, and recreation, and accommodation, an(
food services 588 220 6.4% 25
Other services, except public administration 401 182 4.4% 2
Public administration 112 103 1.2% 11




. P Margin of Margin of
Economic Characteristics Estimate gI]Error Percent ?Error
() (+-)
INCOME AND BENEFITS (IN 2008 INFLATION -ADJUSTED
DOLLARS)

Total households 7,751 371 7,751 (X)
Less than $10,000 424 209 5.5% 2.6
$10,000 to $14,999 317 165 4.1% 21
$15,000 to $24,999 715 228 9.2% 2.9
$25,000 to $34,999 773 249 10.0% 31
$35,000 to $49,999 1,438 354 18.6% 45
$50,000 to $74,999 1,807 303 23.3% 3.8
$75,000 to $99,999 834 263 10.8% 33
$100,000 to $149,999 1,126 275 14.5% 3.7
$150,000 to $199,999 185 102 2.4% 13
$200,000 or more 132 118 1.7% 15
Median household income (dollars) 53,256 4,843 X) X)
Mean household income (dollars) 66,179 7,262 X) X)

Families 5,284 326 5,284 (X)

Less thar$10,000 70 85 1.3% 16
$10,000 to $14,999 114 121 2.2% 23
$15,000 to $24,999 377 182 7.1% 35
$25,000 to $34,999 309 159 5.8% 3
$35,000 to $49,999 995 293 18.8% 5.2
$50,000 to $74,999 1,445 292 27.3% 5.2
$75,000 to $99,999 717 219 13.6% 4
$100,000t0 $149,999 960 242 18.2% 45
$150,000 to $199,999 165 93 3.1% 18
$200,000 or more 132 118 2.5% 2.3
Median family income (dollars) 64,662 5,250 X) X)
Mean family income (dollars) 78,262 9,999 X) X)
Per capita income (dollars) 26,635 2,464 X) X)
PERCENTAGE OF FAMILIES AND PEOPLE WHOSE
INCOME IN THE PAST 12 MONTHS IS BELOW THE
POVERTY LEVEL

All families 5.5% 2.8 X) X)

With related children under 18 years 11.3% 5.6 X) X)
With related children under 5 years only 0.0% 9.8 X) X)

Married couple families 2.0% 1.7 X) X)

With related children under 18 years 4.7% 4.3 X) X)
With related children under 5 years only 0.0% 9.8 X) X)

Families with female householder, no husband present 25.5% 16.1 X) X)

With relatedchildren under 18 years 31.1% 20.5 X) X)
With related children under 5 years only - ki X) X)

All people 9.5% 3.1 X) X)

Under 18 years 12.7% 7 (X) X)

Related children under 18 years 11.0% 6.5 X) X)
Related children under 5 years 12.6% 11.7 X) X)
Related children 5 to 17 years 10.4% 5.6 X) X)

18 years and over 8.6% 2.7 X) X)
18 to 64 years 9.1% 3.1 X) X)

65 years and over 5.9% 3.3 X) X)
People in families 6.2% 3 X) X)
Unrelated individuals 15 years and over 25.2% 8.9 X) X)



. P Margin of Margin of
Housmg Characteristics Estimate gI]Error Percent ?Error
() ()
HOUSING OCCUPANCY
Total housing units 8,857 217 8,857 (X)
Occupied housing units 7,751 371 87.5% 4.3
Vacant housing units 1,106 389 12.5% 4.3
Homeowner vacancy rate 8.8 4.3 X) X)
Rental vacancy rate 9.1 7.9 X) X)
UNITS IN STRUCTURE
Total housing units 8,857 217 8,857 (X)
1-unit, detached 5,747 363 64.9% 4
1-unit, attached 221 130 2.5% 15
2 units 252 198 2.8% 2.2
3 or 4units 0 136 0.0% 0.5
5 to 9 units 713 257 8.1% 2.9
10 to 19 units 147 138 1.7% 1.6
20 or more units 452 193 5.1% 2.2
Mobile home 1,325 277 15.0% 3.1
YEAR STRUCTURE BUILT
Total housing units 8,857 217 8,857 (X)
Built 2005 or later 457 210 5.2% 2.4
Built 2000 to 2004 834 251 9.4% 2.8
Built 1990 to 1999 2,035 412 23.0% 4.6
Built 1980 to 1989 796 264 9.0% 3
Built 1970 to 1979 907 286 10.2% 3.2
Built 1960 to 1969 790 248 8.9% 2.8
Built 1950 to 1959 1,629 347 18.4% 3.9
Built 1940 to 1949 679 242 7.7% 2.8
Built 1939 or earlier 730 230 8.2% 2.6
HOUSING TENURE
Occupied housing units 7,751 371 7,751 (X)
Owner-occupied 5,854 350 75.5% 35
Renteroccupied 1,897 305 24.5% 35
YEAR HOUSEHOLDER MOVED INTO UNIT
Occupied housing units 7,751 371 7,751 (X)
Moved in 2005 or later 2,193 397 28.3% 4.7
Moved in 2000 to 2004 1,880 308 24.3% 3.8
Moved in 1990 to 1999 1,947 335 25.1% 4.1
Moved in 1980 to 1989 648 200 8.4% 2.6
Moved in 1970 to 1979 571 165 7.4% 2.2
Moved in1969 or earlier 512 152 6.6% 1.9
VALUE
Owner -occupied units 5,854 350 5,854 (X)
Less than $50,000 983 218 16.8% 35
$50,000 to $99,999 559 228 9.5% 3.8
$100,000 to $149,999 1,238 292 21.1% 4.7
$150,000 to $199,999 1,351 283 23.1% 4.9
$200,000 to $299,999 1,017 228 17.4% 4
$300,000 to $499,999 654 220 11.2% 3.6
$500,000 to $999,999 38 48 0.6% 0.8
$1,000,000 or more 14 23 0.2% 0.4
Median (dollars) 154,200 9,704 x) X)



An analysis of these data with respect to recreation planning reveals that
there are a number of special populations whose recreational needs should
be addressed. There are significant numbers of persons under age 18 as well
as over age 65. These groups ha® individualized recreation needs which
should be addressed. Although not reported in these data, t here are also a
large number of people with disabilities who should also be in cluded in
planning for future needs, as well as people living below poverty le vel. The
persons living in apartments and mobile homes may have a greater need for
outdoor recreation space than persons living in detached single family hou s-

ing.
Population Distribution

The population distribution map of Frenchtown Township , based on the
2000 Census block data,reveals that the largest population densities are lo-
cated along the Lake Erie coastline, as well as in the areas of the Township
which border the City of Monroe. The northern areas of the Township are
mostly agricultural and contain much smaller populations. Two noteworthy
observations on population distribution in Frenchtown Township:

A Approximately one-third of the population lives on the Lake Erie side
of a line connecting Dixie Highway and Pointe Aux Peaux Road.

A There are more persons living west of |-75 than east of |-75.

MEWPORT RD.
————

< HINOS RIOdM3IN
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Population Trends and Projections

The following tables depict the population growth for the study area, as well
as projected population increases. Frenchtown has experienced rapid
growth since the 1940s, growing from 3,757 people to the current popul a-
tion of close to 20,000. The most recent population projections developed
by the Southeast Michigan Council of Governments (2008) predict steady
growth for the Frenchtown area, with a 16.7% increase in population be-
tween 2010 and 2030. By 2030, Frenchtown Township, with a population of
22,873 is projected to be not only the largest community in the Monroe
area, but also the fastest growing, both in terms of population gain and per-
cent growth. It can therefore be assumed that the demand for recreation will
continue to grow at a steady rate and that the Township will continue to
need to expand the range of recreational services available to the public.

Population Trends and Projections

1940 6 2030
percent
POPULATION change
TRENDS 1940 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 1040,
2000
Frenchtown 3,757 | 6,966 | 12,199 | 14,685 | 18,204 | 18210 | 20,777 453%
Township
Monroe County | 58,620 | 75,666 | 101,120 | 118,479 | 134,659 | 133,600 | 145,945 149%
Source: US Census Bureau
percent
POPULATION 2010 growth
PROJECTIONS (est) 2020 2030 2000 -
2030
Frenchtown 19,595 21,868 22,873 16.7%
Township
Monroe County 152,623 159,461 167,588 9.8%

Source: SEMCO@®008 Regional Development Forecast)
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Population Trends and Projections

1940 - 2030
25,000 7 22,873
' O
20,000 T
15,000 T
10,000 T —&— Actual
~==0" Projection

5,000 T

0 t t t t t t t t t i

1940 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2020 2030

Source: 208 SEMCOG Regional Development Forecast

Employment Trends

Frenchtown Township has a wide variety of employment opportunities and
has experienced significant growth in its employment base, especially in r e-
gard to higher paying industrial jobs, as well as jobs in the retail and service
sectors. Some of the larger employers located within the Township include
the two Detroit Edison power p lants (Fermi Il and Monroe), TWB and Spar-
tan Steel, the Meijer Newport distribution center, the Meijer retail store, the
Mall of Monroe, and the Jefferson Public Schools. In addition, many res-
dents are employed elsewhere in the county or region, including Monroe,
Detroit and Toledo. As the Township continues to grow and to attract indu s-
trial and retail development, employment opportunities will also continue to
expand.

Physical Conditions

Frenchtown Township is located in an area, which is characterized by flat
topography, fertile soils, and numerous small rivers, creeks, and drains.
About half of the Township is agricultural land (51%), with woodlands and
wetlands (9%), residential development (19%), commercial uses (2%) and
industrial (5%) making up the bulk of the remainder.

The most significant natural resource in Frenchtown is Lake Erie. With ap-
proximately 10 miles of shoreline, Lake Erie offers residents a variety of wa-

12




ter-based recreational opportunities, including fishing, boating, and swi m-
ming. The Township also has almost 2 miles of shoreline on the River Raisin.
Other major water bodies include Sandy Creek and Stony Creek, both of
which drain into Lake Erie. Both of these creeks are associated with a D-
rested flood plain which, due to the fact th at these areas are not well suited
for either farming or housing, has resulted in long, narrow natural areas in
the Township. These stream corridors have the potential to serve as linear
parks, natural areas, wildlife habitat, or recreational trails.

Forested areas in the township consist primarily of lowland hardwood f o-
rests (elm-ash-maple) located in flood plains and along streams. Upland
hardwood forests (oak-hickory) are present in higher elevations and on be t-
ter drained soils. Forested areas can be #ractive settings for parks, picnic
areas, or nature preserves.

Frenchtown Townshipds position on t
effect on the local climate, which although it may result in a slightly longer
season than most other Michigan communities for such sports as softball or
tennis, the mild winters present obstacles for the development of outdoor
ice skating programs or cross-country ski trails.

13
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2011 Frenchtown Township Recreation Plan

Frenchtown Township Land Use & 2000

Frenchtown Township
2000 Land Use

I o< veicped Land

Agricultural
[ Woodland, Wetand, Open Space
- Water

scurca SEMCOG & Manros County Planning Dept
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ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE

The Frenchtown Recreation Commission was established by the Frenchtown
Township Board on September 22, 1970 in accordance with Public Act 156
of 1917. The Commission consists of five members: four are appointed from
township residents and one is a Township Board representative.

Frenchtown
Township
Board

Frenchtown
Recreation
Commission

Recreation
Director

Grounds Recreation Center /
Supervisor Senior Citizens Bldg.
Programs
[ I 1
Summer Fall Winter
Programs Programs Programs
| 1 |
Baseball Golf Softball Volleyball Basketball
Softball Track Punt, Pass & Kick Open Rec. Baton & Dance
Tot Lots Tennis Martial Arts Martial Arts
Sand Martial
Volleyball Arts

The Commission makes a recommendation and the Township Board ap-
points a Recreation Director following a recommendation from the Tow n-
ship Hiring Committee. The Director hires personnel as necessary to operate
the programs and maintain recreational facilities. The number of staff varies
from 8 - 10 part-time winter employees who act as scorers, time keepers, and
officials, to the approximately 50 part -time people hired each summer for
maintenance, tot lots, baseball, and softball programs. Volunteer park wor k-
ers have occasionally provided enhancements and maintenance to the town-

ship parks.

Parks and Recreation is funded entirely th
fund in addition to grants and donations. The adopted budget for 2011 to-

15



taled $480,360, which includes $210,000 for park development. The parks

and recreation budget contains the following line items:

2011
ADOPTED
GL NUMBER DESCRIPTION BUDGET
Dept 751: GENERAL PARKS & RECREATION
101-751-703.009  Recreation Director 22,010
101-751-704.009  Grounds Supervisor 35,000
101-751-707.009  Recreation Temporary Help 80,000
101-751-709.000  Overtime 5,500
101-751-725.009  Recreation Commission Board 2,100
101-751-740.000  Supplies 22,000
101-751-740.001 Gas 7,000
101-751-740.002  Martial Arts Class 3,000
101-751-740.004  Youth Ball 12,000
101-751-740.005 Designhated Donations/Expenditures 5,000
101-751-740.009  Adult Recreation 10,000
101-751-826.000 Legal 750
101-751-850.000  Telephone 3,500
101-751-860.000  Travel 1,000
101-751-920.000  Utilities 7,000
101-751-928.000  Park Lighting 10,000
101-751-931.000  Maint/Project Costs 8,000
101-751-933.000 Equipment Maintenance 3,500
101-751-959.000  Cont. To Other Communities 1,000
101-751-971.000 Land 0
101-751-976.009  Park Development 210,000
. 101:751:977.000___ Capital Outlay/Equipment 32,000
Totals for Dept 751GENERAL PARKS & RECREATION 480,360

The Recreation Commission maintains a close relationship with the Jefferson
School District which has arecreation center (which has recently been re-
opened after having been closed for several year3. Township residents par-

ticipate in recreational programs offered by the three school districts which

are (in part) located within the township (Airport, Jeffer son, and Monroe).
Residents may also participate in organized leagues, sports programs, and
other recreational activities through a variety of local organizations and pr i-
vate facilities, including the Monroe Area Soccer Association, the YMCA,
Catholic Youth Organization, and the Monroe Golf and Country Club.

16

~

A



RECREATION INVENTORY

The residents of Frenchtown Township are able to take advantage of a variee-
ty of recreational resources on the regional, county and local levels, as well
as privately owned facilities. This chapter describes these resources and po-
vides a detailed description of recreation at the local level.

Regional and County Recreation

A variety of regional recreational facilities and opportunities are available to

residents of Frenchtown Township. The following map shows the major

parks and recreational facilities in southeast Michigan. These parks generally
are large facilities with a large service area and with opportunities for cam p-
ing, swimming, boating, hiking, golf, and other activities which are generally
beyond the ability of a small community to provide.

Within Monroe County are several regional level facilities, including Sterling
State Park, Pte. Mouillee State Game Area, as well as other State game areas,
boat launch sites, historic sites and other areas of interest.

The Stateowned facilities provide opportunities for hunting, fishing, cam p-
ing, swimming, boating, and hiking A opportunities which would be diff i-
cult or im possible for the Township to provide.

The County Parks provide large areas for active sports, picnicking, special
events, exercise, and play. Nike Park, located in the northern part of the
Township, consists of 80 acres with restrooms, parking, soccer fields, picnic
sites, play equipment, and open space. Heck Park, located partially within
the Township, provides open space and a sled hill as well as a Vietham War
memorial and museum. A recently awarded grant will provide the park with
new playground equipment, walking paths, exercise equipment, and p icnic
areas.

Other recreational facilities in the County include the County Fairgrounds,
the County Museum and historical sites, City of Monroe parks and the parks
of other municipalities (most of which are open to all), and private recre a-
tional facilities, including the YMCA, racquet clubs, gymnasiums, bowling
centers, and the like.

Local Recreation

Within Frenchtown Township are 3 Township Parks as well as 2 county
parks, 1 state park, 3 school facilities, and a large number of private parks,
including subdivision and mobile home park facilities, golf courses, and m a-
rinas.
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2011 Frenchtown Township Recreation Plan

Major Parks and Recreation Facilities in Southeast Mi chigan
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Township Parks

Frenchtown Kiwanis Park, located on Nadeau Road, provides a large open
space with lighted ball diamo nds, a recreation hall available for private rental
and for organizations, play equipment, and storage building. Additional u n-
used land provides open space and a natural area with potential for future

development.

The Frenchtown Township Hall Park on Vivian Road contains the Township
Hall and a multi -purpose recreation building, as well as a lighted ball di-
amond, lighted tennis court s, fitness trail, sledding hill, 2 sand volleyball
courts, 2 picnic areas with grills, horseshoe pits, bocci courts and a play-
ground.

The recently acquired and developed Park #3 contains a pavilion, walking
paths, play equipment, picnic grounds, basketball courts and parking. Fu-
ture development will add additional facilities, including a ball diamond,
restrooms a second pavilion, lighting, a pedestrian connection to the library,
and a possible skating rink. A preliminary site plan appears on the following

page.

Township Programs

In addition to facilities, the Township provides a wealth of recreation pr o-
grams and opportunities for local residents. Recreational programs offered
include:

e Softball ( mends, v e Baseball (ages6 17)
e Punt, Pass &Kick e Arts & Crafts
e Basketball ( mends e Baton & Dance Lessons

e Tennis and Golf Instruction e Track & Field

e Playground (tot-lot programs)
Recreation programs are offered yearround. The summer program includes
adult softball and golf lessons, and youth programs such as track and field,
baseball, softball, and tot-]l ot s . Summer adult soft
and over 40 meaybwh softeadl mdudes lgdguek for 9 - 11
year old Minors; 12 - 13 year old Juniors; and 15 - 17 year old Seniors. Youth
softball attracts over 100 children per year. Baseball is also provided for
youth recreation with an average of 210 children partici pating in the four
separate leagues: 9- 10 year old Minor; 11 - 12 year old Major; 13 - 14 year
old Junior, and 15 - 17 year old Senior. Tee ball and transition league for
children aged 6 - 8 attracts approximately 220 children each summer as well.
The youth program for summer track and field includes programs for 6 - 18
year olds, and a special feature where 9- 14 year olds are able to compete in
the statewi de OHer sheyo6 track meet held

19

bal l

each

i ncl

S umn



Other less athletic programs offered for children in clude a yearly Tot-Lot
program which incorporates ten sites around the Township serving roughly

200 children per day. Additional organized activities include tennis lessons,
arts and crafts, games, track and field, and field trips.

During the fall, an adul t softball league is organized for all who are interest-

ed. The Township also offers a punt, pass, and kick competition for 8 - 13

year olds. Winners of this yearly event advance to regional and state level
competitions. The winter and spring recreation pro grams feature recrea-

tional nights for men and women at area gyms, and basketball and volleyball

leagues, each consisting of eight teams. For the youth, basketball leagues for
fifth - and sixth-graders are provided, along with baton and dance classes for
grades K- 6.

The Frenchtown Recreation Commission also maintains a Recreation Center
building, however, year round programming is provided for by the staff of

the Frenchtown Senior Center, which offers a wide variety of programs. The
Senior Center has over 1,700 members.
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2011 Frenchtown TownshigRecreation Plan
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Frenchtown Township Park Inventory
O PUBLIC PARKS

map
number  park name park type service area acres facilities available
1 Frenchtown Kiwanis Park  township community 15.4  recreation hall, storage building, picnic shelter,
park ball diamonds (lighted), playground (3 climbers
slides, swings, spring rider), picnic tables, grills
volleyball court, horseshoe m@tchery range,
natural area/flood plain, funnel ball, tether ball,
archery range, teeter totter, sand boxdske
laneconnecting with Dixie Hwy.
2 Frenchtown Township Hall township community 8.5 multi-purpose recreation building, %2 mile fithes
Park park course, 2 picnic shelters, ball diamond (lighted
2 tennis courts (lighted), sledding hill, slide,
swing, 2 horseshoe pits, 2 sand volleyball cout
1 basketball court (lighted), bocci ball court, 4
grills
3a  Library & Fire Hall library community 0.4 picnic table
3b  Frenchtown Twp. Park #3 township community 16.2  pavilion, walking paths, play equipment, socce
park field, 2 basketball courts, picnic grounds kpar
ing,.under development: ball diamonds, pavilio
restroomdjghting, path extension
4 Hurd Road School school neighba- 12.9 gym, 2 play structures, 8 climbers, 3 swings, 4
grounds hood basketball courts, 4 spring riders, 1 ball diamoi
1 soccer field
5 Jefferson Rec. Center / Higt school school 86.7 1 olympicsize indoor pool, 2 basketball courts,
School / Junior High grounds district wresting area gym, 4 racquetball courts, 1 wei
residents room, 3 lane indoor track, locker facilities, 2
practice football fields, 7 ball diamonds, 6 tenn
cts., 400 m track, football field, soccer field
6 Sodt Elementy school neighbao- 18.5 2 gyms, play structure, 7 climbers, 5 swings,
grounds hood slide, 2 ball diamonds
7 Heck Park county park Monroe 15.0  sled hill, war memorial, museum [under deve
area opment (2006): play ground, picnic shelter, kwva
ing pathgexercise area]
8 Nike Park county park surrourd- 77.9 soccer fields, play ground, picnic shelter, grills,
ing town- model plane area
ships
9 Sterling State Park state park  region/ 929.5 swimming beach, boat launch, campground,
state nature trails, picniareas, fishing access, play
ground
10 NavarreAnderson Trading county Monroe 1.6 historic buildings, displays, walking path, river
Post & Martha Barker Cau  historic site  County access

try Store Museum

A PRIVATE SUBDIVISION & MOBILE HOME COMMUNITY PARKS

map
number park name park type acres facilities available
11 Bay Crest Assn. subdivision 4.0 beach access, club house
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12 Indian Trails Assn. subdivision 1.0 play equipment, tennis court, basketball

13 Brest Bay Grove subdivision 5.5 grill, shelter, plagtructure, beach access

14 Detroit Beach Assn. subdivision 2.3 beach access

15 Detroit Beach Assn. subdivision 4.2 climbing tires

16 Detroit Beach subdivision 5.4 play structures, basketball, shelter

17 Detroit Beach Assn. subdivision 7.3 playground, shelter, picnic tables, fishing access

18 Erie Shores Assn. subdivision 2.1 play equipment, picnic table, basketball, ball diamond, sht

19 Erie Shores Assn. subdivision 0.7 beach access, picnic tables

20 Frenchtown Villa m.h.p. park 0.4 pool, club house

21 Frenchtown Villa m.h.p. park 0.6 play equipment

22 Grand Beach Assn. subdivision 4.7 play equipment, tennis court, ball diamond, basketball,
picnic table, storage shed

23 Indian Trails Assn. subdivision 0.6 ball diamond

24 Indian Trails Assn. subdivision 1.0 beach access, clubhouse

25 Indian Trails Assn. subdivision 1.5 play equipment, basketball

26 Kimberly Estates m.h.p. park 1.5 tennis court, pool, club house

27 Pleasantville m.h.p. park 5.1 basketball, swings, ball diamond, play area

28 Pte.Aux Peaux Farms subdivision 3.2 beach access

29 Pte. Aux Peaux Farms subdivision 2.7 play equip., shelter, basketball, ball diamond

30 Stony Pt. Beach Assn. subdivision 0.5 undeveloped

31 Stony Pt. Beach Assn. subdivision 1.0 beach access

32 Stony Pt. BeachAssn. subdivision 3.2 Dbasketball, ball diamond, play equipment

33 Stony Pt. Peninsula Assn. subdivision 5.0 play area, swings

34  Woodland Beach Assn. subdivision 2.9 play equipment, ball diamond

35 Woodland Beach Assn. subdivision 3.1 ball diamond

36 WoodlandBeach Assn. subdivision 10.5 play equipment, beach access

D PRIVATE PARKS

nmuargber park name park type acres facilities available

37 Frenchtown Driving Range golf 12.9 driving range

38 Monroe Country Club golf 185.8 golf course (18 holes), tennidubhouse

39 Old Town golf 9.9 driving range, batting cagesh®le par 3 golf course
miniature golf

40 River Raisin Golf Course golf 237.9 golf course (36 holes)

41 Sandy Creek Golf Course golf 120.0 golf course (18 holes)

42 Brest Bay Marina marina 18.1 marina

43 Detroit Beach Boat Club marina 3.6 marina

44 Detroit Edison Ball Field private 7.5 ball diamond, horseshoes, volleyball, playground, banquet

45 Brest Bay Sportsmans Club private 13.7 outdoor shooting range

46 Camp Lord Willing private 28.2 campground, swimming beach

a7 Soccer Field SMCC private 2.7 soccer field
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Schools

Frenchtown Township is located in an area which is served by three different
school districts - Jefferson, Monroe, and Airport (see map below), with the

majority of residents located in the Jefferson district. Although most school
district programs are open to anyone, regardless of residency, some pro-
grams and facilities serve only those who reside in the school district. Out-
door facilities in the Township include: So dt and Hurd Road Elementary
Schools, and the Jefferson Junior and Senior High Schools, all of which are
in the Jefferson District. Outdoor facilities are generally open to the public

when not wused by the school ds progr ams.
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The Jefferson Recreation Center, located on the High School grounds, con-
tains extensive facilities including an indoor pool, running track, basketball
courts, racquetball courts, weight room and locker facilities. The center had
been closed for several years, but the passage of a millage in 2010 will result
in its re-opening. In the past this facility was available for public use by Jd-
ferson district residents who paid a membership fee.

Private Parks and Recreation

Many of the subdivisions and mobile home parks contain small parks for the
benefit of the local residents. In the older subdivisions in the beach areas of
the Township are numerous parks, many of which have play equipment,
beach access, and backstops. Newer subdivisions generally have notnk
cluded small parks.

Privately owned facilities include 3 golf courses, 2 driving ranges, 2 marinas,

a campground, a private school ds socc
Edi son al so maintains a bal/l di amond

which reside in the T ownship. Also in the Township is an indoor roller rink.
Although some might consider shopping a form of recreation in itself, the
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Mall of Monroe, an indoor shopping center, opens its doors early in the
morning for people interested in walking for fitness.

Barrier -Free Accessibility

Frenchtown Township strives to make its parks and recreation facilities and
programs accessible to all members of the community. Over the last 5 years,
the Township has greatly improved the accessibility of its parks by adding
paved pathways connecting park elements and by adding improved play
equi pment and surfacing. I n order
parks accessible to everyone, an evaluation was conducted and the following
issues and recommendations were identified.

Kiwanis Park
Issue

Play area presents barriers to pe-
sons in wheelchairs

Paved path ends at picnic area

Creek not accessible
Picnic tables not accessible

Park benches lack handles

Township Hall Park
Issue

Play area presents barriers to pe-
sons in wheelchairs

Picnic tables not accessible

Swing set lacks different types of
swing seats

Park benches lack handles

Park #3

Issue

Picnic tables not accessible

Resolution

Improve access from pathway to play area.
Maintain proper level of accessible surfacing in
play area.

Extend path to other areas of park.

Provide a pathway to allow access to creek and
to fishing opportunities.

Add some picnic tables that are designed to be
more accessibleto people who use wheelchairs.

Having at least some park benches with handles
would improve usability for some people

Resolution

Improve access from pathway to play area.
Maintain proper level of accessible surfacing in
play area.

Add some picnic tables that are designed to be
more accessibleto people who use wheelchairs.

Add different types of swing seats to accomno-
date people with disabilities.

Having at least some park benches with handles
would improve usability for some people

Resolution

Add some picnic tables that are designed to be
more accessible to people who use wheelchairs.
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With regard to recreation programs,
reasonable accommodations for any person making such a request.

Among the recommend methods to assure that future pro grams and facil-
ties will be accessible to all persons, the Plan includes the following recom-
mendations:

A Appoint one Recreation Commission member, preferably the representa-
tive for the Senior Center, to be
free compliance officer, responsible for representing the interests of pe r-
sons with differing abilities and for assuring future programs and facil i-
ties will be accessible.

A Consult with residents who have differing abilities as well as with par-
ents, schools, and organizations in the Township to determine recre a-
tional interests and needs.

A Assure that all programs are held in facilities which are barrier-free.
A Promote programs as being inclusive of all persons.

A Purchase new equipment that can be used by persons wit differing abil i-
ties.

A Provide the necessary support to people who need assistance in order to
participate in recreation programs.

A Incorporate Universal Access design principles in the development of re-
creational programs and facilities.
Grant History

Frenchtown Township has been fortunate to have received recreation grants
from the Michigan Department of Natural Resources to assist in developing
recreational opportunities.

The following grants have been received by the Township:

grant

year | park number | program project elements condition

1977 | Frenchtown 26-00943 | LWCF Tennis courts, ballid All elements
Township amond w/backstop, are in place
Park (Town- landscaping, site drainagq and actively
ship Hall Park) used

1991 | Frenchtown BF91325 | 1988 Lighting, court develo» All elements
Township Recreation ment, walking trail are in place
Park (Town- Bond Program and actively
ship HallPark) used
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grant

year | park number | program project elements condition
2005 | Frenchtown 26-01650 | LWCF Restoration/grading, wal | All elements
Township ing trail, restrooms, p&r | are in place
Park #3 ing sidewalk, utilities, and actively
shelter, picnic tables, ba | used
ketball court, landscaping
2006 | Frenchtown LWCF Soccer fields, additional | All elements
Township pavedtrails, playground | are in place
Park #3 equip., irrigtion/drainage,| and actively
picnic tablesand additio- | used
al landscaping
2009 | Frenchtown LWCF Softball field, backstop, Under devé-
Township trail from park to library, | opment
Park #3 pavilion #2 and tennis
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PUBLIC INPUT PROCESS

The residents of Frenchtown Township take an active role in planning for

t heir communi tyaos recreational opportuniti
Recreation Commission try to be responsive to citizen needs and desires for

parks and recreation. Township residents are encouraged to attend all pub-

lic meetings and to comment on draft plans and at public hearings related to

community recreation.

Township residents were given three specific opportunities to have input
into this plan, as well as having been welcome to attend all public meetings
at which the plan was discussed. Early in the planning process a public in-
put meeting was held. Once the draft plan was completed and made availa-
ble to the public, the Recreation Commission held a public meeting at which
comments were taken and a recommendation was made to the Township
Board. Finally, the Township Board held an advertised pubic hearing to give
the public a final opportunity for comment
addition to these three opportunities, a pub lic recreation survey was con-
ducted as part of the 2006 Recreation Plan update. The results of this survey
are presented in this plan, as it is believed that the survey provided wid e-
spread public input and that the findings are still relevant and valid.

Public Input Session

In October 2010 the Recreation Commission held an advertised public input
session to give residents an opportunity to provide input into the recreation
planning process. Despite posting notice in the Township Hall and adverti s-
ing the session on two occasions in the local paper, no members of the pu b-
lic showed up to provide input. It was the opinion of the Recreation Co m-
mission and the Township Board members who were present that the public
is generally satisfied with the efforts of the Commission and there are no
pressing unmet recreational needs that would inspire a large public sho w-
ing. A copy of the advertisement and the minutes of the meeting appears in
the appendix of this plan.

Recreation Survey

In order to gain a high degree of citizen input into the recreation planning

process, a community survey was undertaken as part of the 2006 Recreation

Pl an. The survey was included i n the Townshi
to each address in the Township. The survey form was on a postcad with

the return postage paid by the township. The newsletter also included an

article about the recreation plan and the planning process, and citizens were

encouraged to participate. Within one month, 327 completed forms were

returned. This number of res ponses gives a 95% confidence interval of
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+5.3%. This means that 95% of the time, a similar sample of township resi-
dents would give results within 5.3% of the original survey.

The survey contained just three questions aimed at determining the types of
facilities, the types of programs and the types of parks that were desired by
the community. The survey also contained a box for people to add additio n-
al comments regarding parks and recreation. A copy of the survey form ap-
pears below:
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Recreation Survey Form & Newsletter Article

The Frenchtown Township
Recreation Commission
Needs You! Help Us Decide
on Priorities for Our
Community Parks and Recreation!
Make Your Voice Heard!
Frenchtown Township and its Recreation Commission are dedicated td-pfovi
ing parls and recreation opportunities for everyone in the community. Every five years
the Township Recreation Commission prepares ay@ag plan to improve and exparnd
the Townships parks and recreation system. An updated plan makes us eligible tp apply
for stae grants and also makes sure we offer the kinds of parks and programsithiat res
dent want and use.

But ités hard to tell what kind orf| parks or progra
ing from you, the Township residents|] and park wusers.
fill out this survey and send it in. It will just take a couple of minutes and no stamps are
neededj ust fill it out and drop it in he mail. 1tés a

By letting us know your preferences for the kinds of parks, equipment, and pr
grams you would like to see, the Township can do a better job of providing the kinds of
recreation that will be used and enjoyed by the community. The results of this gurvey
will give the Commission the kind of input they need to make sure that you get the kind
of parks and programs that you want and will use.

And dondt forget that the Recreatifon Commi ssion m
each month at 6:08m in the Senior Center. Bhmeetings are open to the public and
your participation and input in the recreation planning process is welcome and-ehcou
aged.

So fill out the enclosed survey and make your voice heard!!!

~ Community Parks & Recreation Survey ~

Question #1 Which of the following do we need more of in Frenchtown Township?
(check as many items that you think are needed)

[] playgrounds LI bicycle trails ] picnic areas [ ] horseshoes

L1 soccer fields [] fishing pier {_] outdoor swimming pools [ i bocci ball courts

(| basketball courts ] shuffleboard courts [ ] tennis courts [ | boat ramp

_l outdoor skating rinks | ] riflefarchery range [ golf course [ ] driving range

"] baseball/softball diamonds [_] hiking paths [] Other_ L] Other

Question #2 Which type of park would you be most likely to visit? (choose ONE only)

[ ] sports parks with athletic fields and courts [ bicycle trails, walking paths, and greenways

" nature preserve with woods, hiking trails [] indoor recreation center with gymnasium
and quiet areas and classrooms

[ ] small, neighborhood parks with play areas | multi-purpose park with nature area, sports
and benches fields, and playgrounds

[] Other _

Question #3 Which kinds of recreational programs do you think the Township should
offer? (check as many items that you think are needed)

[ ] baseball/softball leagues | dance classes [ ] children programs (| family programs

[ soccer leagues [ tennis lessons [] adult programs [ ] concerts and shows
[ ] basketball leagues L] track & field [ senior programs [ volleyball leagues
[ exercise & fitness classes [ ] playground programs [ ] teen programs __] nature programs

] golf lessons [] pre-school programs  [| Other _] Other

Comments about parks and recreation: ) I
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Survey Results

The following is the response to the first ques tion which asked what kind of
facilities do we need more of in the township (numbers are the number of
respondents out of the 315 persons who responded to this question). R e-
sults are compared with the results of the 2000 survey which asked the same
guestion.

Question #1. Which of the following do we need more of in Fre n-
chtown Township? (check as many items as you think are needed)

2006 2000

number percent number percent
bicycle trails 188 59.7% 204 58.5%
hiking paths 162 51.4% 187 53.6%
outdoor swimming pools 117 37.1% 128 36.7%
fishing pier 116 36.8% 120 34.4%
picnic areas 113 35.9% 126 36.1%
playgrounds 92 29.2% 117 33.5%
outdoor skating rinks 79 25.1% 132 37.8%
riflery/archery range 75 23.8% 73 20.9%
boat ramp 59 18.7% 83 23.8%
basketball courts 45 14.3% 36 10.3%
soccer fields 43 13.7% 44 12.6%
horseshoes 34 10.8% 28 8.0%
baseball/softball diamonds 32 10.2% 52 14.9%
tennis courts 24  7.6% 40 11.5%
golf course 23  7.3% 36 10.3%
driving range 18 5.7% 20 5.7%
bocciball courts 17  5.4% 19 5.4%
shuffleboard courts 9 2.9% 23  6.6%
Other 36 11.4% 36 10.3%
total votes 1282 1504
total responses 315 349
Other numbel
indoor pool 3
skate park 3
dog park 3
hockey rink 2
pistolrange 2
recreation center 2
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The following is the response to the second question which asked residents
to choose the type of park they would like to see built in the Township
(numbers are the number of respondents out of the 317 persons who r e-
sponded to this question). Results are compared with the results of the 2000
survey which asked a similar question.

Question #2. Which type of park would you be most likely to visit?
(choose one only)

2006 2000
number perceni  number percent
nat_urepreserve with woods, hiking 129 38.5% 98 28.1%
trails and quiet areas
bicycle trails, walking paths, and 105  33.1% 92 26.4%
greenways

multi-purpose park with nature

. 94  29.7% 112 32.1%
area, sports fields, and playgrount

indoor recreation centewith gym- 60 18.9% 16 4.6%
nasium and classrooms ’ '

small, neighborhood parks with pl. 27 8.50% 30 8.6%
areas and benches

sports parks with athletic fields an 15 4.7% 7 20%
courts

other 25  7.9% 17 4.9%
total votes 448 426

total responses 317 349

other number

dog parks 3

fitness center 2

rifle-handgun range 2
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The following is the response to the third question which asked residents to

choose the type of recreational programs they would like to see the Town-
ship offer (numbers are the number of respondents out of the 307 persons

who responded to this question). Results are compared with the results of
the 2000 survey which asked the same question.

Question #3. Which kind of recreational programs do you think the
Township should offer? (check as many items that you think are needed)

2006 2000

number percent number percent
concerts and shows 152 49.5% 151 45.3%
exercise and fitness class 146 47.6% 136 40.8%
children programs 120 39.1% 124 37.2%
teen programs 118 38.4% 160 48.0%
family programs 116 37.8% 158 47.4%
nature programs 115 37.5% 142 42.6%
senior programs 105 34.2% 134 40.2%
adult programs 100 32.6% 95 28.5%
baseball/softball leagues 95 30.9% 101 30.3%
soccerleagues 83 27.0% 64 19.2%
dance classes 83 27.0% 58 17.4%
playground programs 81 26.4% 94 28.2%
preschool programs 66 21.5% 69 20.7%
basketball leagues 59 19.2% 51 15.3%
volleyball leagues 58 18.9% 58 17.4%
golf lessons 52 16.9% 58 17.4%
tennis lessons 45 14.7% 38 11.4%
track & field 29 9.4% 25 7.5%
other 14  4.6% 29 8.7%
total votes 1637 1745
responses 307 333
other number
swimming 2
bike paths 2
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Recreation Commission Hearing

After placing a draft plan on file at the Township Hall, t he Towbshi pds
site, and all of the Township branch libraries on January 10, 2011 the Fren-

chtown Township Recreation Commission held an advertised public hearing

on February 1, 2011 to give the public an oppor tunity to learn about and

comment on the draft plan. people attended the hearing.

(summary of comments and results to be inserted here)

Township Board Hearing

After having the draft plan on file and available for public review for 30 days,
the Township Board held an advertised public hearing on February 8, 2011
to give the public a final opportunity to have input or to comment on the
plan.

(After the public hearing and after considering the recommendation of the
Recreation Commission, the Frenchtown Charter Township Board passed a
motion to adopt the plan and to transmit copies to the Monroe County
Planning Commission, the Southeast Michigan Council of Governments and
the Michigan Department of Natural Resources. )

Copies of the the Township Board Resolution, public notices regarding plan
availability and public hearings, and letters of transmittal are included in the
appendix of this document.
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GOALS AND OBJECTIVES

This chapter describes the goals and objectives of the fve-year recreation
plan. Two main sources were used to formulate goals and objectives d the
results of the public input process and the observations of the Recreation
Commission.

Public Input

The survey results described in the previous section gave a faily clear indic a-
tion of the types of recreational facilities desired by the community. A I-
though Frenchtown is a diverse community with diverse recreational needs,
the following observations were made as a result of the public input process:

Trail based rec reational facilities: The top two facilities desired by the

public in both the 2000 and the 2006 sur\
OHi king Trails.déd I n addition, the top t wi
2006 survey were ONature prassaedr ve with
gui et areaso6 and oBicycle trails, walking

Fitness and exercise: The most desired program behind
showsdé was OExercise and fitnens <cl asses
crease from being the fifth most popular choi ce in the 2000 survey.

When coupled with the strong support for bicycle and walking trails,
it is clear that residents have a desire for opportunities to improve
their physical fitness.

Natural Areas: The top choice for the type of park most likely to be vi-

sited was ONature preserve with woods, h i
This was the third most popul ar choice i
programso6 also scored high in both the 20

Youth Programs: Children, teen and family programs ranked 3, 4 and 5,
respectively in the 2006 survey. In 2000 teen programs were first and
family programs second.

Recreation Commission Observations

The Recreation Commission has identified the following facilities as being
needed 0 either through directly observing over -use, by input from Tow n-
ship residents, or by their expert knowl edge

Trails: As evidenced by the recreation survey, trails of all types are very
much in demand by the public, an d the limited number of existing
trails are heavily used. Bicycle trails, walking paths, skiing trails and
nature trails are all in high demand and in short supply.
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Outdoor Inline Skating / Ice Skating: There are currently no public
facilities in the area especially set up for outdoor skating. Many re-
guests have been received for a skating area which could be used
seasonally for both inline skating and roller hockey and ice skating
and ice hockey. A safe and well designed facility would no doubt
receive extensive use.

Goals and Objectives

The Frenchtown Township Recreation Commission has two major goals to
guide the development of parks and recreation in the Township:

e To provide safe and healthy recreational opportunities to meet
the diverse interests and needs of Township residents.

e To develop and provide recreational programs and facilities for
Frenchtown residents based on desire.

In order to accomplish these goals, the following objectives have been de-
veloped. These objectives are based on feedback fromTownship residents,
from the results of the recreation survey, from observed deficiencies, and
from comparisons with existing standards.

1.Gener al | mpr ovements to Frenchtownos

The existing Frenchtown Parks are heavily used and in constant nesd of
improvements. Recommended improvements during the next five years
include: modernized play equipment, improved accessibility for persons
with disabilities, and other general improvements to the buildings and

grounds of the parks.

It is alsorecommended t hat i mprovements m-o the T
clude Obest management practices6é6 and ot
construction techniques, both to preserve resources and to serve as an

educational showcase for the community. Suggestions include using

porous paving materials, using drought resistant native plant materials,

and the use of rain barrels and rain gardens to recycle storm runoff.

2. Continued Development of Park #3

The initial development of Park #3 beganin 2006. However, much work
remainstocompl ete the par kods -duepese teargament as
tional area. The following items are proposed:

ABall diamonds AAdditional lighting, drainage, and
ATrail extensions landscaping

ATennis courts A Skating rink

ARestrooms APavilion
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3. Development of a trail and greenway system in the
Township and the Region

Several opportunities exist for the development of a trail system within
the Township which will help meet the clearly identified need for thisr e-
source. The first step should be the development of a comprehensive
trail and corridor plan for the Township which could provide detailed
descriptions of potential projects and implementation strategies. The
Township should also participate in any county or regional trail projects
which wo uld link the Township to larger trail and greenway networks , as
wel | as O0bl ue wa ydme specifiovaojees whithraeeirec-s
ommended at this time include:

Paved bicycle lanes wherever feasible, especially Dixie Highway, Hurd
Road, and Monroe Street

Development of pedestrian and bicycle linkages to Sterling State Park

Developing a pedestrian link between Kiwanis Park and the new Na-
deau Road library

Extending the City of Monr oeds
Munson Park to the Raisinville Road bridge

Restoration of the 1-275 bike path, with extensions to Sterling State
Parkand a linkage to Nike County Park

Development of a walking path in Kiwanis Park providing access to
Stoney Creek

Connections for bicycles and pedestrians along Stewart Rad and Mall
Road

A connection between the Frenchtown Park #3 south to the existing
trai.l system within the City of
provide a link to a much larger trail network.

Other corridors that should be evaluated for potential recr eational de-
velopment include:

Detroit Edison/ITC power line corridors
Future rail abandonments
Former Interurban corridor

Floodplain corridors, including Stony Creek, Sandy Creek and Mason
Run

Interstate 75
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The Township proposes to explore using state and federal funds for the
development of trails on interurban and railroad corridors that already
have been abandoned or that may be abandoned in the future.

. Continuous consideration of land acquisition for pote n-
tial park facilities

As the Township continues to grow, so will the need for open space and

recreational opportunities. Properties to be considered should be consi s-

tent with the Township Recreation and Open Space Plan, as well as the
Townshipds Future Land Use Plane Purcha:
ments or acceptance of land donations should all be given consideration.

Priority should be given to potential park sites which contain one or

more of the following: water access: significant natural features such as

woodlands, wetlands or habitat for rare species; links or corridors for

trail development; suitable areas for active recreation; and sites which

provide opportunities for underserved populations. It is recommended

that the Township conduct a detailed Natural Features Inventory, as also
recommended i n the Townshipds Masteri- Pl an, i
cant natural features worthy of preservation.

. Provide a variety recreational opportunities for the
people of Frenchtown Township based on citizen interest

The Recreation Commission is dedicatedto expanding existing programs

to accommodate all who want to participate. The results of the citizen

survey showed that there is a strong desire for programs which are aimed

at specific ages and profiles: teen programs, family programs, senior pro-

grams and children programs all scored very high. As it has always been

the Townshipds policy to accommmdate t he
ship should constantly try to develop new programs to meet these needs.

. Continue to develop the partnership with the Jeffer son
School District to provide recreational opportunities at
the Jefferson Recreation Center for Township residents

The Jefferson Recreation Center at one time provided programs and faci-
ities to residents of the Jefferson School District for a small annual mem-
bership fee. Persons living outside the school district could visit the facil i-
ty only if accompanied by a district resident (with the exception of me m-
bers of the Berlin or Frenchtown Township Senior Citizens, who used

the facilities during specified h ours). However, the center did offer pr o-
grams to any person who paid a program fee, regardless of their location
of residence.
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7. Encourage the dedication of park land in new residential
developments

Al t hough the evaluati on o fsourchsedidiioo wns hi pds
find a deficiency when comparing existing neighborhood park acreage to

generally accepted standards, it is clear when evaluating the inventory

map that almost all neighborhood parks are within older neighborhoods,

and that newer subdivisions generally do not provide parks. It is recom-

mended that the Township encourage mobile home park, subdivision,

and condominium projects to provide dedicated park land, open space,

trails and/or sidewalks as an integral part of the development.

In addition, the Township could work with developers to encourage i n-
novative land development practices, such as planned unit develop-
ments, open space developments and conservation subdivisions which
could provide parkland, open space and the preservation of natural a reas
in exchange for density bonuses or other considerations.
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Frenchtown Township

2011 Frenchtown Township Recreation Plan
Conceptual Pathway & Bikeway Network
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2011 Frenchtown Township Recreation Plan

Frenchtown Park #3 - Proposed Site Plan
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ACTION PROGRAM

The following table represents the specific actions recommended to be ac-
complished during the five -year planning horizon. This program should be

viewed as being flexible, however, as grant funding, land availability, citizen
input, and other factors will determine the specific actions nece ssary to meet
the plands goals and objectives.

cost
year project task estimate
2011- Improve Accessibility remove barriers, provide reasonabl $25,000
2012 to all Township Parks accommodations and assure ADA
compliance
Developmentof detailed strategies including idensfi $25,000
Comprehensive Trail tion of routes, design, and impleme
Plan tation schedule; hold public hearing
ratification by Board
2013- Frenchtown Park #3 Phase 1V Development: tennis $250,000
2014 courts, restroomsskating/ifline
skating rink
Frenchtown Kiwanis Trails and improved creek access $100,000
Park Improvements
Implement Trail Plan develop selected segments of trail $100,000/yr
projects
2014 0 Implement Trail Plan develop selectedegments of trail $100,000/yr
2015 projects
Natural Area Plan evaluate suitability of various prape $30,000

ties for potential nature preserves

Implementation Strategies

In order to accomplish the recommended actions during the next five years,
it will be necessary to secure adequate funding. The current parks budget
provides approximately $200,000 per year for park development, capital ou t-
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lay and equipment. These figures are well short of the projected expenses
involved in the proposed project implemen tation. Therefore, the following
strategies are recommended in order to proceed as planned:

Increase Revenues and Park Budget

By taking a close look at the expenses involved in providing programs
and facilities to the park users, the fee schedule could be revised in order
to more accurately reflect actual costs. In addition, the Recreation Com-
mission could develop a strategy for requesting increased funding from
the Townshipds general fund.

Apply for State Funding

There are a variety of funding sources available to local governments for
park construction and development. The Michigan Department of Nat u-
ral Resources Recreation Division administers the Land and Water Cao-
servaion Fund, the Cl ean Michigan Initiative and the Natural Resources
Trust Fund. Other funding may be available through other divisions, such

as the Fisheries Division or the Forestry Division. In addition, the pr o-
posed bike trails may be eligible for various transportation related fund-
i ng, such as Michigandés Act 51 oir
ciency Act.

Local Parks Millage / Bond Issue

It is unlikely that any large parks project could be achieved without wid e-
spread public support. In addition, public support for large projects
would need to be accompanied by financial support in terms of a millage
issue dedicated to local parks and recreation.

Other Funding Sources

The Parks Commission could investigate additional sources of funding
over the five year planning period. Seeking donations, attracting spo n-
sors, holding fund raising events, and seeking out other revenue sources
are methods which have worked in other communities to raise funding

for parks and park improvements.

~

A

46

t

he



APPENDIX

Public Notice

Resolution of Adoption

Letters of Transmittal

Certification Checklist

Public Input Meeting Notice and Minutes
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NOTICE OF PLAN AVAIL ABILITY & PUBLIC HEA RING

This notice was published in the Monroe Evening News on and was
posted in the township hall during the public review and comment period.

Frenchtown Township
2011 Recreation Plan
Notice of Plan Availability for Public Review and Comment
Notice of Public Hearing

A draft Recreation Plan for Frenchtown Township is available for public review
and comment. The Plan outlines recommendations for future development of
parks and recreation in the Township, and can make the Township eligible to
apply for certain state grants. Any interested public can send comments to the
Recreation Commission or will be given an o pport unity to comment at the
following public hearings:

e Frenchtown Park Commission & TuesdayFebruary 1** at 6:00 PM at
the Frenchtown Senior Center, 2786 Vivian Road

e Frenchtown Township Board of Trustees & Tuesday February & at
3:00 PM at the Frenchtown Township Hall, 2744 Vivian Road

Written comments on the plan may be sent to the:
Frenchtown Township Recreation Commission
2786 Vivian Road
Monroe, MI 48162

or by email to:
Ichinavare@frenchtownsenior.com

Copies of the plan are on file at the following locations:
e Frenchtown Township Hal |, 2744 Vivian Road

e Blue Bush Branch Library - 2210 Blue Bush Rd.

e Frenchtown-Dixie Branch Library - 2881 Nadeau Rd.

e Robert A. Vivian Branch Library- 2664 Vivian Rd.

e Monroe County Planning Department, 125 East 2nd Street, Monroe
Acopyisalsboavail abl e on t hsieec Township8s wg¢

http://www.frenchtowntownship.org/
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RESOLUTION OF ADOPTION - FRENCHTOWN TOWNSHIP RECREATION PLAN

WHEREAS the Township has undertaken a planning process to determine the
recreation and natural resource conservation needs and desires of its residents
during a five year period covering the years 2011 through 2015, and

WHEREAS Frenchtown Township began the process of developing a community
recreation plan in accordance with the most recent guidelines developed by the
Department of Natural Resources and Environment and made available to local
communities, and

WHEREAS residents of the Frenchtown Township were provided with a well-
advertised opportunity during the development of the draft plan to express op i-
nions, ask questions, and discuss all aspects of the recreationplan, and

WHEREAS the public was given a well-advertised opportunity and reasonable
accommodations to review the final draft plan for a period of at least two weeks,
and

WHEREAS a public hearing was held on February 1, 2011 at the Frenchtown
Township Senior Center to provide an opportunity for all residents to express
opinions, ask questions, and discuss allaspects of the plan, and

WHEREAS Frenchtown Township has developed the plan as a guideline for i m-
proving recreation and enhancing natural resource conservation for the Tow n-
ship, and

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVEDthe Frenchtown Township Recreation
Commission hereby adopts the Frenchtown Township Recreation Plan.

(Yeas: _ Nays:  Absent:. )

I, John Naveaux Chairman, Frenchtown Township Recreation Commission, do hereby certify that
the foregoing is a true and original copy of a resolution adopted by the Frenchtown Township
Recreation Commission at a Regular Meeting thereof held onthe __ day of , 2011.
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RESOLUTION OF ADOPTION 8 FRENCHTOWN TOWNSHIP RECREATION PLAN

WHEREAS the Township has undertaken a planning process to determine the
recreation and natural resource conservation needs and desires of its residents
during a five year period covering the years 2011 through 2015, and

WHEREAS Frenchtown Township began the process of developing a community
recreation plan in accordance with the most recent guidelines developed by the
Department of Natural Resources and Environment and made available to local
communities, and

WHEREAS residents of the Frenchtown Township were provided with a well -
advertised opportunity during the development of the draft plan to express op i-
nions, ask questions, and discuss all aspects of the recreationplan, and

WHEREAS the public was given a well-advertised opportunity and reasonable
accommodations to review the final draft plan for a period of at least two weeks,
and

WHEREAS a public hearing was held on February 1, 2011 at the Frenchtown
Township Senior Center and on February 8, 2011 at the Township Hall to pro-
vide an opportunity for all residents to express opinions, ask questions, and dis-
cuss all aspects of the plan, and

WHEREAS Frenchtown Township has developed the plan as aguideline for i m-
proving recreation and enhancing natural resource conservation for the Town-
ship, and

WHEREAS after the Frenchtown Township Recreation Commission voted to
adopt said recreation plan.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVEDthe Frenchtown Township Board of Tru s-
tees hereby adopts the Frenchtown Township Recreation Plan.

(Yeas:___ Nays: _ Absent. )

I, Mark Baker, Frenchtown Township Clerk , do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and
original copy of a resolution adopted by the Frenchtown Township Board at a Regular Meeting
thereof held onthe __ day of , 201,
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(minutes of public hearings to be inserted here)
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Letter of Transmittal

from: Frenchtown Township Recreation Commission
John Naveaux, Chairman

to: Southeast Michigan Council of Governments
Paul Tait, Executive Director

date: February 9, 2011

The attached Frenchtown Township Recreation Plan was recommended for g-
proval by the Frenchtown Recreation Commission at a meeting held on February
1, 2011. The plan was subsequently approved by the Frenchtown Township
Board at a Board Meeting held on February 8, 2011. The plan will be sent to the
Michigan Department of Natural Resources for their review and approval.

The plan will be subject to future review and updates as deemed necessary by
the Township Board and the Recreation Commission.

Please contact me if you have any comments or concerns regarding this plan.



